
New contracts were awarded for 
trenchless technology rehabilitation 
and art and artwork advisory services 
for cooperative purchasing through 
Choice Facility Partners during the 
October board meeting of Harris 
County Department of Education, 
CFP’s sponsoring agency.

  Contracts were awarded to 
proposers providing best value for the 
following:  Trenchless Technology 
Rehabilitation, awarded to SAK 
Construction; and Art and Artwork 
Advisory Services, awarded to Art+, 
Artisans Consulting, Inc., and Michele 
C. Quinn Fine Art Advisory, LLC.

  Contracts that were renewed 
and may be accessed through Choice 
Facility Partners include:  
Job Order Contracting:  Herrera 
Hunt, Centerline Construction 
Services and 
T.F. Harper and 
Associates; 
and  

Energy 
Conservation 
Service:  Rayco 
Construction and TDIndustries.

  Requests for proposals are posted 
on the home page at

www.choicefacilitypartners.org; 
coming soon are recommendations for 
awards for Athletic Surface Installation 
and Rehabilitation, Job Order 
Contracting, and Third Party Code 
Inspection. 

Infrastructure problems solved
 Digging up a campus 
or a street to repair 
deteriorated or broken 
water and sewer piping 
systems disrupts the daily 
activity around the prob-
lem area, whether it is a 
school or a business. With 
the more than 1.2 million 
miles of sewers and 1 
million miles of water 
mains in the U.S., some 
more than a century old, 
sewage spills and water 
line breaks are becoming increasingly common.

 The trenchless technologies available today make it possible to rehabilitate 
pipes with a minimum of surface disruption and 
destruction from excavation. This new Choice 
Facility Partners’ resource area provides a contract 
with SAK Construction, a Pipeline Rehabilitation and 
Tunnel Contractor, which was awarded by Harris 
County Board of Education in October.

 Problems from water and wastewater systems 
built in the late 19th and early 20th centuries can be 
solved with cost-effective, minimally disruptive and 
reliable solutions, using SAK Construction’s cured-
in-place pipe (CIPP) for sewer and water mains, 
pipebursting of sewer mains, pre-chlorinated pipe-
bursting of water mains, and swagelining of sewer 
force mains and larger diameter water mains.

 “The reality is we’re living on an infrastructure 
built by our great-great grandparents,” said Charlie 

Kuhnmuench, vice president business development, SAK Construction, LLC.  
“We have a very old infrastructure built 50 to 150 years ago that is crumbling and 
needs to be repaired.”

 These new technologies are safer, more often faster, and very competitively 
priced, according to Kuhnmuench. Administrators at schools, college campuses, 
cities, and counties don’t want their streets and campuses dug up, so trenchless 
technology also brings a social benefi t that minimizes the impact to businesses and 
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Dr. John E. Sawyer
HCDE County School Superintendent

Les Hooper
Executive Director, HCDE Facilities

  At the end of its fourth year, more 
members have discovered the value of 
Choice Facility Partners, as shown by 
the growth in contract use, number 
of vendor partners, members and 
staff.  Since its inception in 2006-2007, 
revenue and contract use have increased 
annually.

  Six contractors made up the top 
71% of the total contract use and 
vendor partner revenue in 2009-2010, 
with purchase orders for job order 
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HCDE hosts fuel workshop

Understanding the daily local rack and index price moves and changing fuel 
purchasing habits can save money for governmental entities. Transportation 
directors, fl eet managers, purchasing professionals, superintendents, fi nance 

directors, and other 
individuals directly involved 
in the procurement of fuel 
are invited to learn more at 
a complimentary workshop 
from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. on Nov. 5, 2010, at 
Harris County Department 
of Education’s north 
Post Oak offi ces at 6005 
Westview Dr. and North 
Post Oak Rd., in Houston.

Participants will learn strategies that can be used with governmental entities 
existing fuel contract to:

•  Understand current fuel exposure, including usage, timing, & pricing 

•  Change existing fuel ordering procedures 

•  Use knowledge of OPIS price moves to better time orders 

•  Understand factors that affect fuel prices 

•  Discuss the wholesale markets and how they affect the “rack” prices 

•  Improve the execution and optimization of fuel contracts and 

•  Discover additional services that will help control inventory levels and
    keep fuel costs under budget.

The workshop is hosted by procurement cooperatives of HCDE, Choice 
Facility Partners and the HCDE Purchasing Co-op. Lunch will be provided 
by Tradition Energy, a Choice Facility Partners 
vendor partner.  Continuing education credits 
will be issued to attendees.

To RSVP, call 713-696-1886 or e-mail 
Yvonne@ChoiceFacilityPartners.org. 

More organizations 
take advantage 
of CFP contracts
Year-end summary shows growth

Cities, counties, school districts, 
colleges and universities invited to attend

Continued on page 3

Choice Facility Partners specializes in facility needs from the tap through the roof, 
including Construction; Energy Purchase, Conservation and Management; 

Disaster Recovery and Restoration; Furnishings, Fixtures and Equipment (FFE); 
Building Exterior and Grounds; and Building Infrastructure.
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To access legal, competitively bid contracts awarded by HCDE, go to www.ChoiceFacilityPartners.org; click on member and download the interlocal agreement for the 
appropriate governmental /non-profi t entity. Once the interlocal is approved by the governing body and signed, the member can access the contracts.                

Go to vendor partners to see the contracts listed alphabetically by company; click on contracts to see the alphabetical list of resource areas.

contracting, energy conservation and management, and turn-key prebuilt 
buildings.

  Overall, Job Order Contracting continued to be the backbone of the 
program, making up 62% of all purchase orders. 

  Totals by 
resource suites 
show 75% for 
Construction, (62% 
for JOC, 8% for 
turn-key pre-built 
modular buildings), 
and 22% in Energy 
conservation, 
purchase and 
management.

  Colleges and 
universities were the 
heaviest users of Choice Facility Partners, ordering nearly $29 million dollars of 
services in 2009-2010.  K-12 school districts were second in use with more than 
$18 million, followed by counties, cities and nonprofi ts.

   “It makes sense that our heaviest users are the most sophisticated,” 
said Dean Zajicek, director, Choice Facility Partners. “Our contracts, and 
particularly our JOC program, have some unique technical features.  Once 
members understand how it is different and the benefi t to them, they jump on 
board and use our program.”

   Growing the infrastructure of the program required adding staff in 
2009-2010 which included: Jack Cutting, CPM; Mike Perricone, CPM; Yvonne 
Johnson; Kerry Doucette; Dietrich Von Biedenfeld; and Larry Parr.  They 
joined Director Dean Zajicek, Consultant Don Elder, Business Manager Joann 
Nichols, Contract Coordinator Mary Causey, Consultant and JOC Auditor 
Allen Henderson, and Assistant Director Carol Greb, who was this year 
elected president-elect of the Center for Job Order Contracting Excellence.  
In addition, the team is supported by a new marketing division at HCDE with 
Louise Henry and Noemi Lopez, marketing and client development offi cers, 
and Gary Wells, marketing representative.

   “Dean and his team have done an excellent job in setting in place 
an organization poised to increase services to our client members,” said Les 
Hooper, HCDE executive director for facilities. 

More organizations take advantage
(continued from page 2)

Organizations and 

governmental entities that 

became members when 

interlocal agreements were 

approved by the HCDE Board of 

Trustees on Oct. 19 include:

• The City of Bulverde
• Columbus ISD
• City of Lewisville
• City of Weatherford

• Webb County

New members join

College and Universities

K-12 School Districts

Counties

Cities, Nonprofits, 
Education Service Centers

52%

33%

10%

5%

campuses, not to mention lower 
carbon emissions than traditional 
open-cut construction.

 Based in O’Fallon, Mo., SAK 
Construction has more than 150 
employees who work with clients in more 
than 20 
states 
across 
the 
nation to 
identify cost-effective solutions to 
operational, regulatory and 
environmental problems from inadequate 
or deteriorating water mains, sanitary 
sewers, and storm sewers.   Operations, 
project management and sales personnel 
are based locally in Texas to service this 
Choice Facility Partners’ contract.

 For more information, go to 
www.choicefacilitypartners and select 
either the contract resource Trenchless 
Technology or the vendor partner SAK 
Construction, or go to 
http://www.sakconst.com. 

Problems solved
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Use of CFP contracts by 
membership category


