
  Contracts were renewed for Job 
Order Contracting and Greenhouse 
Gas Reporting for cooperative 
purchasing through Choice Facility 
Partners during the January  board 
meeting of 
Harris County 
Department 
of Education, 
CFP’s sponsoring 
agency. Renewed 
contracts include: 

•	 Job	Order	Contracting	      
with Alpha Building Corporation, 
Dura Pier Facilities Services, 
Imperial Construction and P2MG: 
and  

•	 Greenhouse	Gas	
Reporting with Providence. 

 Governmental entities that have 
signed an interlocal agreement with 
HCDE may access these legally 
procured contracts.  u

New classrooms built with 
off–site construction process
 One might not think that 
construction of a new research lab 
or adding a 13,000 sq.ft. wing to a 
school can be as painless as 
processing a purchase order, but 
that exactly is how a university and a 
school district recently 
accomplished it.  And for one of the 
parties, Texas Tech Health Sciences 
Center at El Paso, the site was not 
yet finalized when construction 
began.

 That was possible because 
GroundFORCE Building Systems 
constructs new buildings for locations across Texas from their plant in Navasota. 
From free standing new buildings for science labs to school additions, 
GroundFORCE Building Systems has used their Choice Facility Partners contract 
to meet needs from a small building to the 13,000 sq ft addition in progress in Port 
Arthur ISD.  

 Construction begins at their plant in Navasota, where they work to ensure the 
building will meet requirements, including existing exit corridors, matching interior 
and exterior finishes, roofing, or other necessary work to make the additions appear 
seamless. Their buildings have a concrete foundation, so while they qualify as 
“modular” construction for the CFP contract and for tax depreciation purposes, 
they are more like permanent buildings.

 “These are very high quality buildings,” said Rodney Boehm, chief operating 
officer, GroundFORCE Building Systems.  “Because of the concrete foundation and 
construction methods we are using, these are very sturdy, very solid buildings. 
When we get finished with it, you won’t believe it came in sections.”

 Buildings are constructed in their quality controlled environment, then 
delivered to the site using a patented air ride transport system. The concrete slab 

JANUARY 2011

News for Choice Facility Partners members and contract partners

LEADER’S CHOICEThe

See  “New classrooms built with off–site construction process” on page 2

Contracts renewed

New members join
 Organizations and governmental entities that became members when interlocal 
agreements were approved by the HCDE Board of Trustees on Jan. 18 include 
Benbrook Water Authority, City of Kilgore, Hull-Daisetta ISD, Lampasas County, 
Muleshoe Area Hospital District, Oglesby ISD, Stephen F. Austin University and 
Texas Tech University.  u

The Texas Tech Health Sciences 4,860 sq. ft. infectious disease lab 
includes labs, cell culture and sterilization rooms, plus office space.

CJE meeting scheduled
 The board of the Center for Job 
Order Excellence will meet Jan. 25 at 
the CFP offices at 6005 Westview, 
Houston. Members in good standing 
may attend. 

 Carol R. Duval Greb, assistant 
director, Choice Facility Partners, 
will be sworn into office as Industry 
Chairwoman for CJE.  Ms. Greb is 
the first woman to hold that position.

 One item on the agenda is to 
discuss House Bill 628, filed last week  
by Texas Rep. Bill Callegari, (District 
132, Katy),   http://www.legis.state.
tx.us/BillLookup/Text.aspx?LegSess 
=82R&Bill=HB628.  u
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Choice Facility Partners specializes in facility needs from the tap through the roof, including 
Construction; Energy Conservation and Management; Disaster Recovery and Restoration; Furniture, 

Fixtures and Equipment (FFE); Building Exterior and Grounds; and Building Infrastructure.

becomes the bed of the truck; there is no semi-trailer under the 
building. The concrete is held in compression between a unit 
with wheels and a specially designed section on the cab of the 
truck.

 The 4,860 sq.ft. infectious disease research laboratory for 
Texas Tech Health Sciences Center in El Paso included a 
Biosafety Level-2 lab, a cell culture room, sterilization room, 
mild radiation lab, office and lab space.

 “It was very complicated,” said Boehm.

 While the sections were under construction in the factory, 
the site planning process was underway, including determining 

locations for 
underground utility 
lines and parking. 
During the site planning process, the building location was adjusted and 
changed four times, which created no problem. 

 “That didn’t affect us at all,” said Boehm.

 Once the lab was complete, GroundFORCE Building Systems brought it 
in nine pieces to the site, 782 miles (one-way) from Navasota to El Paso; then 
the components were placed in position on the piers. Interior detail work and 
equipment installation was completed on site, making the project take a fraction 
of the time it would have taken for on-site construction. Equipment can even be 
pre-installed while at the plant, shortening the time for onsite work.

 Another of the GroundFORCE Building Systems projects was at 
Orangefield High School in Orangefield ISD, where new classrooms for 
life-skills classes were needed, with full kitchen, changing table and ADA 
shower, to replace portable buildings that would not meet mandated standards. 
Funded by IDEA-B monies, the building design was influenced by the district’s 
special education department who worked to ensure all needs were addressed, 
including a sensory room, designated place for occupation and physical therapy, 
rooms for vocational training, health care, speech therapy, special instruction, 
recreation, plus internet wiring for communication.

 The 2,430 sq.ft. building was completed in five sections, then assembled. 
The interior finish and exterior brick were selected to match the existing high 
school.

 “This was a painless process and the timeline was unbelievable,” said 
Orangefield ISD Superintendent Philip Welch. “Because GroundFORCE 
belongs to a purchasing co-op we didn’t have to go out for bid.” 
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To access legal, competitively bid contracts 
awarded by HCDE, go to  
www.ChoiceFacilityPartners.org; 
click on member and download the interlocal 
agreement for the appropriate governmental /
non-profit entity. Once the interlocal is approved 
by the governing body and signed, the member 
can access the contracts.      
           
Go to vendor partners to see the contracts listed 
alphabetically by company; click on contracts to 
see the alphabetical list of resource areas.

New classrooms built with off-site 
construction process   (continued from page 2) JAN. 20-22, 2011 

Mexican American School 

Board Assn. (MASBA) annual 

conference, La Quinta 

Riverwalk, San Antonio

JAN. 30 – FEB. 2, 2011 

TASA MidWinter Conference, 

Austin Convention Center

FEB. 3, 2011 

Texas Recreation and Parks 

Regional meeting, Pearland 

Parks and Recreation Building

FEB. 15-17, 2011  

53rd Annual County 

Judges and Commissioners 

Conference, Austin, 

Renaissance Hotel,  

Booth 25

FEB. 28 - MARCH 4, 2011 

Texas Association of 

School Business Officials 

annual conference, Austin 

Convention Center, Exhibit 

booths open March 1-2 

Calendar of Events

 Boehm reiterated that the contract with Choice Facility Partners has been a 
real asset to them and their customers.

 “It’s helping us tremendously,” said Boehm.  “Our schools can concentrate 
on their building instead of a bidding process. They know they get a fair price 
and they are able to dramatically cut down on their paperwork.”

 The GroundFORCE Building Systems project at Atlanta ISD required 
adding a science lab and classroom of approximately 3,400 sq.ft. over the 
summer, so they could meet new mandates for science courses by the beginning 
of the fall semester. GroundFORCE met with administration and the science 
department to develop a design, and worked to match components in the interior 
and exterior to the existing high school, which was built circa 1969. Ultimately, 
the building was delivered in seven sections and completed as a state-of-the-art 
science lab with six student workstations in each lab, instructor’s table, two-sided 
fume hoods, eyewash/showers, emergency utility cut-off and wiring for 
computers.

 “I never had to 
worry about this job,” 
said Sidney Harrist, 
assistant 
superintendent, 
Atlanta ISD. 
“Everything went as 
planned.” 

 Other recent 
projects completed 
through the Choice 
Facility Partners 
contract include: two 
classrooms for Pre-K 
and special education 
at Ben Milam 
Elementary, Cameron 
ISD; new administration, special education and kindergarten classrooms at Groveton 
ISD in Groveton, which is southeast Texas; a three-room elementary classroom 
addition at Wild Peach Elementary in Columbia –Brazoria ISD in the Houston area; 
and a science Lab and classroom addition at Santa Maria ISD in the valley.

 For more information about the GroundFORCE Building Systems contract 
with Choice Facility Partners, go to http://www.choicefacilitypartners.org; select 
partners and then GroundFORCE.  For more information about 
GroundFORCE Building Systems, go to www.gogroundforce.com or call 
936-825-2533.  To see a time-lapse video of the GroundFORCE building 
construction, go to:  http://www.facebook.com/pages/GroundFORCE-
Building-Systems/130480233657459?ref=ts	u

Ten building sections needed for the 4,860 sq.ft. Groveton ISD project are 
shown on the quality-controlled production line during manufacturing.


