
If you’re like most people, you associate the summer months 
with warm, sandy beaches and relaxing vacation days. But if 
you’re Tommy Klein, vice-president of HCDE contractor Tommy 
Klein Construction, the word summer makes you think of round-
the-clock labor. 

“In our summertime, there is no summer,” Tommy Klein said.  
“It’s 10 –12 hours a day.”

That high level of commitment during Texas’ blistering 

summer months is what keeps Tommy Klein’s renovation projects 
running on schedule — and his clients happy. 

“I have only good things to say about Tommy Klein Construction,”  
said Stephanie Laughlin, senior interior designer, Texas Tech University 
Student Housing. “Their quotes are usually equivalent to the price of 
the project, and they are always on top of their scheduling.”

(continued on page 2)

New contracts awarded

“Their quotes are usually equivalent to the price of the 
project, and they are always on top of their scheduling,” 
said Stephanie Laughlin, senior interior designer,  
Texas Tech University Student Housing.

New contracts were awarded at the August 2013 board meeting of 
Harris County Department of Education. They include Commodity 
Processing (Chicken Large Bulk): Kings Delight;

Energy Procurement and Management 
Consulting Services: Amerex Brokers, LLC dba 
Amerex Energy Services;

Exterior School Bus Surveillance Violation 
Detection System: Bus Shield, LLC;

IDIQ Electrical Services: Lee Construction and Maintenance 
Company dba LMC Corporation; Open Tech; and Trio Electric, Ltd; and

Rental, Lease and Purchase of Copiers: Canon Solutions America, 
Inc.; Dahill Industries, Inc.; and Marimon Business Systems, Inc.

See all the new and renewed contracts at www.choicepartners.org  
[http://www.choicepartners.org/html/vendors.php]u

Tommy Klein Construction builds 
lasting relationships with clients  

Tommy Klein Construction staff left to right: Randall Clark, carpenter; 
Jonathan Klein, senior project manager; Tommy Klein, vice president; 
Karen Klein, president; Shad Hartman, estimator; Cory McElwee,  
job superintendent; Jerry Lafuente, master carpenter.

Get prepared for a hurricane or major disaster.
ARE YOU READY?

Join us for tips and tactics
to help prepare your facilities for a disaster.

Thursday, Sept. 12 
HCDE, Houston

Thursday, Sept. 26
Region 2 Education Service 
Center, Corpus Christi

10 a.m. – 1 p.m.

3 CEU’s awarded

RSVP to Yvonne@ 
ChoicePartners.org
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Prepare in advance for major disasters
It’s August, and that means hurricane 
season is in full swing. Climatologists 
at Colorado State University are now 
predicting eight hurricanes, including 
three major ones from 18 named storms 
this year — about 50% busier than 
average (via Houston Chronicle). Four 
of these storms have already appeared, 
leaving 14 reasons to make sure that 
your municipality, county, school 
district, college, university or other 
governmental entity in the Gulf Coast 
region is ready to deal with potentially 
destructive storms.

No matter how weak or intense the 
predictions, hurricane season always 
calls for detailed preparations — 
backing up data, stocking up on 
supplies, putting plans together for 

evacuations and recovery. And while 
Texas state law specifies that in the case 
of an emergency, procurement officers 
may contract with anyone and then go 
to their board after the fact for approval, 
wouldn’t it be better to have the 
contract signed and approved ahead  
of time? 
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Tommy Klein Construction, as its name 
suggests, is the perfect example of how 
a dedicated family working together 
can (literally) build a multi-million dollar 
company from the ground up. Tommy got 
his start digging ditches as a teenager and 
in 1986, after nine years as construction 
superintendent for another company, he 
decided to strike out on his own. Tommy’s 
wife, Karen Klein, is the company’s 
business manager and president, and 
their son Jonathan Klein manages all the 
job order contracts for Texas Tech. Keeping 
it in the family has worked very well, 
according to Laughlin.

“When you work with some 
construction companies, they won’t ask 
you what to do when a problem comes up 

— they’ll just make a decision without asking, 
but Jonathan calls to make sure we’re OK with 
the plan,” Laughlin said. “They’re really good 
about communication.”

Finding innovative ways to work around 
the unforeseen complications of renovating 
old university buildings is another Tommy 
Klein trademark. 

“The buildings we work on are so old, we 
don’t always have the most accurate floor 
plans from the time they were originally built, 
so many things can come up — structural 
components not where you thought they 
were, foundations that may have settled 
unevenly — things that affect the space we’re 
trying to renovate,” said Daizy Duede, interior 
designer, Texas Tech University Housing, 

Clients stay loyal to Klein

New organizations 
join Choice Partners

Organizations and governmental entities that became members when interlocal 
contracts were approved by the HCDE board of trustees in August included Blinn 
College (Brenham, Texas); city of Irving, Texas; First Class American Credit Union 
(Fort Worth, Texas); Mercedes ISD (Mercedes, Texas); Parker County (Weatherford, 
Texas); and Southwest Texas Junior College (Uvalde, Texas).  Out-of-state entities that 
registered as new members include City Car Share (California).u
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See recent announcements about Choice Partners on the home page at www.ChoicePartners.org.

Find us on:

Klein delivers honest work

Hunker down with Choice Partners
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That’s where Choice Partners comes 
in. When you become a member at no 
cost, you have access to all the contracts 
you may need to be fully prepared for a 
hazardous storm. The best way to 
prepare is in advance by using our 
technology back-up contracts, making 
sure your records are safe and 
invulnerable to flooding. Then get ready 
to use disaster recovery contracts for 
services that include cleanup, water 

SEPTEMBER 12 & 26
Disaster Preparedness Workshops
SEPTEMBER 16
TOAL (Texas, Okla., Ark, La.) NAEP – Frisco
SEPTEMBER 25 –27
Rio Grande Valley NAPM – South Padre Island
SEPTEMBER 27– 29 
TASA/TASB – Dallas 
SEPTEMBER 28 – OCTOBER 2
2012 APPA Central Region – Galveston
OCTOBER 7 – 10
Texas County Judges and Commissioners 
Annual Conference (90th Annual) – Galveston
OCTOBER 8–11
Texas Municpal League Annual Conference – 
Austin
OCTOBER 15 –18
Custodian Management Association of Texas 
Conference – Austin
OCTOBER 25
Choice Partners (formerly HCDE Purchasing 
Cooperative) Annual Exhibit – HCDE Houston

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
adding that Tommy Klein Construction’s 
problem-solving prowess recently saved 
the day on a renovation of the University’s 
Hulen Clement building. 

“We were working with another 
contractor for the windows, but the 
windows didn’t come in the correct size. 
Tommy Klein Construction worked with 
me to help me find a resolution to create 
and install the blinds,” Duede said. “This 
was something that could have been a 
really difficult problem, but they were 
very proactive and worked with their 
subcontractors to find a solution instead  
of throwing it in my lap and making me 
deal with it.”

Honesty, communication, anticipating 
problems, doing the best possible job on 
time no matter what — these words are 
Tommy Klein Construction’s brick and 

mortar. “If we see a problem beforehand, we 
don’t sit there and wait till the problem hits,” 
Tommy said. “We try to catch it beforehand. 
We get it all figured out and go. If we mess 
up, we call them.”

Karen pointed out that at the end of  
the day the business really comes down  
to making a lasting, positive connection  
with the client. 

“It’s really about relationships,” Karen said. 
“That’s what we’ve built with them.”

Tommy Klein Construction is one of 27 
competitively awarded contract holders for 
job order contracting and is a Texas HUB 
certified vendor. For more information, 
contact Karen at (806) 438-3811 or kklein@
tkleinconst.com. Members can log in and see 
the details of the Choice Partners contract at 
http://www.choicepartners.org/vendors/
tommy-klein-construction. u

extraction, energy generators, tree 
trimming, remediation and renovation. 

For example, a Choice Partners 
cooperative purchasing contract with 
Houston-based Bevco Consultants  
can help you acquire the FEMA-
approved blue tarps you may need 
during recovery. 

For more information about hurricane 
preparedness, visit FEMA’s website at 
http://www.ready.gov/hurricanes.  

You may also choose to track 
information about weather forecasts at 
the National Hurricane Center’s website: 
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/. 

To view our contracts, go to http://
www.choicepartners.org/html/
contracts.php. 

Texas Tech University Housing – Hulen Clement building
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