
Art for new UTMB clinic  
selected using CFP contract
Selecting art for new or renovated space can be challenging without professional  
art consulting services. University of Texas Medical Branch Galveston used the Choice 
Facility Partners contract with Art+Artisans to help them select 163 photographic  
art images for a new clinic at the Victory Lakes Town Center in League City. 

“Sometimes you are 
working with people who 
don’t know about art, so we 
try to help take the fear away,” 
said Marjorie Carter, project 
manager, Art+Artisans. 

The art is both framed and printed on plexi-glass and features autumn-
inspired nature scenes that contribute to a calming environment at the clinic. 
Photographs of water, leaves, grasses and trees provide warmth and comfort 
for waiting areas, patient exam rooms and administrative areas.

Art+Artisans has developed a process that allows input and feedback 
so that in a short time frame a complete plan is developed that reflects 
the desires of the client, according to Debbie Goldgar, vice-president, 

Government officials responsible for facility services, construction and procurement are invited to 
learn about changes in the law at the Legislation and Procurement workshop, 10 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., 
Oct. 6, at the Choice Facility Partners/HCDE offices, 6005 Westview Dr., Houston 77055.

Texas Rep. Bill Callegari, District 132, and Attorney Sarah W. Langlois with Ogden, Gibson, Broocks, 
Longoria & Hall, L.L.P. will highlight changes in the law and answer questions about how the changes impact various governmental 
entities. The changes in the law stemmed from a bill that came from the Government Efficiency and Reform Committee, which Rep. 
Callegari chaired. Langlois maintains an active litigation practice and handles a variety of school law, general commercial litigation, 
employment law, and insurance matters.

See  “Clinic uses contract” on page 2

See  “Legislation and Procurement workshop” on page 3

Government reps invited to  
Legislation and Procurement workshop

“I don’t know what we would have done without the 
contract and the confidence we had with Art+Artisans,” 
said Baur.
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Clinic uses contract
(continued from page 1)

Art+Artisans. This project was completed 
relatively quickly, with the purchase 
order for the project dated in late April 
and the art installed in July.

“We didn’t have time to go out  
for an RFP,” said Julie Baur, UTMB  
Interiors Manager. 

Ms. Baur said their purchasing staff 
found the Choice Facility Partners 
contract with Art+Artisans and became 
members of HCDE to use it. 

Ms. Baur said they met with Debbie 
and Marjorie and looked at their portfolio 
and “it was quickly determined they 
could handle the job.” 
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Art+Artisans is also a Historically 
Underutilized Business and met the HUB 
plan requirements that were important 
to UTMB.

“I don’t know what we would  
have done without the contract and  

the confidence 
we had with 
Art+Artisans,”  
said Baur.

Art+Artisans 
doesn’t focus on  
a specific type of 
art or a specific 
niche of the 
client. “We don’t 
use a mold,” said 
Ms. Carter. …  
“We go out and 
research and find 
what the client 
wants and then 

work to create that environment  
for them.”

“They did a wonderful job… very 
professional,” said Ms. Baur. 

She said the plan was well thought 
out; there was only one situation during 
the installation where a piece of art was 
moved that deviated from the original 
plan. “If we ever had another large 
project, we would definitely be 
interested in using them,” said Ms. Baur.
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See “UTMB clinic uses contract” on page 4

Use of Choice Facility Partners contracts continues to increase, 
with heaviest use consistently for Job Order Contracting.  
At the end of its fifth fiscal year, Job Order Contracting was 47% 
of all purchase orders and use of contracts in the construction 
category totaled 63.8%. Energy contract usage totaled 25.6%,  
and Furniture, Fixtures and Equipment contract usage totaled 
10%.  (See chart) 

Use of CFP contracts  
increases in 2010 –11
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“They did a wonderful job...very 
professional,” said Ms. Baur.

See  “Contract use increases” on page 3



Legislation and procurement  
workshop scheduled (continued from page 1)

September 2011
Page 3

Contract use increases

Business managers, operations directors, purchasing professionals, 
superintendents, finance directors, city managers, public works directors  
and other individuals directly involved in the management of facilities and 
procurement are invited to attend. Continuing education units will be awarded  
to attendees.

Lunch will be provided by Choice Facility Partners sponsoring vendor partners.  
Choice Facility Partners contract holders will be available to share information  
about construction and facility service contracts.

RSVP to Yvonne@choicefacilitypartners.org by Oct. 1.  
    For more information about this workshop, call 713-696-1886. u

The number of active vendor partners 
with significant projects more than 
doubled; highest use was for Job Order 
Contracting, Modular Buildings, Energy 
Conservation and Management, Roofing 
and Furniture. The top three vendor 
partners were Basic IDIQ, Johnson 
Controls and GroundFORCE  
Building Systems.

Colleges and universities were the 
heaviest users of Choice Facility Partners 
again this year. K-12 school districts 
came in second with 17% of contract 
use, followed by counties, municipalities 
and nonprofits. (See chart) 

Sept.28–Oct.2
TASA/TASB
Austin Convention Center

Oct.2 – Oct.5
County Judges /  
Commissioners conference
Odessa

Oct. 6, 2011    
Legislative & Procurement  
Vendor Fair 
HCDE – 6005 Westview, Houston

Oct. 11–14, 2011    
Texas Municipal League conference 
George R. Brown  
Convention Center, Houston

Oct.19
Texas Midwest Conference
Abilene

Oct.28
HCDE Purchasing Co-op  
Vendor Fair
Austin Convention Center

calendar
of events

Membership grew  
by 20%, with HCDE 
approving nearly 100 
new governmental 
entities.

As Choice Facility 
Partners has developed, 
changes have occurred. 
This month Founding 
Director Dean Zajicek 
announced he is moving 
on to new challenges.  

“We are grateful to Dean for his vision 
and tenacity that brought the program to 
this point,” said Les Hooper,  
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HCDE executive director of facilities.  
“We wish him luck and joy in his  
future endeavors.”  u

Colleges and universities, municipalities, counties and nonprofits  
made up 75% of CFP contract use.
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Awarded contracts  
renewed at board meeting 
Facility contracts available through 
Choice Facility Partners were renewed 
during the Harris County Department of 
Education board of trustees September 
meeting, and include:

•  Art and Art Advisory Professional 
Consulting Services with 
Art+Artisans

•  Furniture, Specialty with 
Spectrum Industries, Inc. and 
Surface Technologies, Inc.

•  HVAC Equipment, Installation and 
Service with Dominion Air and Heat

•  Job Order Contracting with  
T.F. Harper & Associates and

•  Trenchless Technology 
Rehabilitation with  

SAK Construction

Governmental entities that 
have signed an interlocal 
agreement with HCDE may 
access these legally procured 
contracts. u

See recent announcements about Choice Facility Partners on the home page at www.ChoiceFacilityPartners.org.

Find us on:

Organizations and governmental 
entities that became members 
when interlocal agreements were 
approved by the HCDE Board of 
Trustees on Sept. 20 include: Dallas 
Housing Authority, city of 
Friendswood, city of Kerens, 
Kerrville ISD and Rains ISD. u

New members join HCDe

After UTMB sustained damage to one 
million square feet due to Hurricane Ike , 
they started opening clinics off the 
island, including the new Multispecialty 
Center and Stark Diabetes Clinic located 
between Sports Authority and Hobby 
Lobby in the Victory Lakes Town Center 
shopping center in League City on the 
Gulf Freeway at Hwy. 646. 

Utmb clinic uses contract
(continued from page 2)

Each of the specialty areas of the clinic, 
such as geriatrics, ophthalmology, family 
medicine and cardiology, has the work of 
one artist, which may help patients 
navigate the halls and identify the area 
they need.

For more information about 
Art+Artisans, call the Houston  
office at 713-528-8000 or go to  
www.artplusartisans.com or to  
http://www.choicefacilitypartners.org/
vendors/ArtplusArtisans/11-002KD-01. 
u

These were some of the artwork pieces selected for the UTMB clinic.


