
Through a collaborative process between Choice Partners and 
Houston ISD, 54 companies were selected for contract awards for 
curriculum, instruction, assessment and intervention materials 
and supplies. The contract awards were made by the HCDE board 
in November. The contract will be used district-wide by Houston 
ISD schools and may be used by any members.

While HISD has used Choice Partners contracts for this area 
before, this is the first time that the entire process for an award 
was handed over to the cooperative, according to Everlynn Goff, 
senior sourcing specialist, Procurement Department, Houston ISD.

Goff said they knew Choice Partners already had an RFP in this 
area, so the collaboration saved HISD money on advertisement, 
processing the bids and managing the contract. Also, it is HISD’s 
largest curriculum bid, which is issued every three years by the 
Procurement Department.  

“I am so impressed with your process,” said Goff. “Everything was 
submitted on line, recorded, and documented in accordance with state 
bid laws and board policy. Why reinvent the wheel if someone is already 
doing the process?”

Goff said she collaborated with Choice Partners to make sure their 
current suppliers were notified of the opportunity to bid, and a procure-
ment manager and buyer participated in the evaluation process.

“It’s almost like we can’t go wrong,” said Goff. “We are looking forward to 
continuous collaboration in this area and maybe another project.” 

To see all the companies awarded a contract for curriculum, instruction, 
assessment and intervention materials and supplies, see the press release 
at http://www.choicepartners.org/current_news.phpu

New contracts awarded
Eleven contracts were renewed and 62 new 
contracts were awarded in November. 

New contracts were 
awarded to 54 companies 
for curriculum, 
instruction, assessment 
and intervention 
materials and supplies. 

Tandus Flooring US, LLC was awarded a 
contract for flooring [IDIQ finishes.]

A and F Elevator Company, Inc. and EMR 
Elevators, Inc. were awarded contracts for 
elevators and related services.

Six companies were awarded contracts for 
janitorial products and services: Auto-Chlor 

Services, LLC; Buckeye Cleaning Center-Houston; 
Complete Supply, Inc.; Ecolab Inc.; Reliant 
Business Products, Inc.; and Ridley’s Vacuum 
and Janitorial Supply.

See all the contracts at http://www.
choicepartners.org/vendors.php

Members depend  
on Choice Partners

More than 160 Choice Partners members joined 70 vendor partners to double 
their odds of a winning “co-opportunity” at this year’s casino-themed Choice 
Partners annual Vendor Exhibit.  (See photos on pages 2-3)
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Arthur Romero and Rhonda 
Styron of Batteries+Bulbs 
share the benefits of battery 
recycling with Judy Coronado 
of Alief ISD. Providing 
support for all specialty and 
replacement batteries and 
bulbs, Batteries+Bulbs offers 
national brand battery 
products for everything from 
laptops, cell phones and cars 
to military equipment, heavy 
duty construction equipment 
and more.

Stacy Duke, Butler Business Products, 
visits with Cynthia Finley, Avance, and 
William Finley, Contented Minds.  
Butler Business Products offers  art  
and office supplies, award jackets and  
screen printing/embroidery, classroom 
teaching supplies, paper, printing labels 
and promotional items, delivering  
on their  “Yes we can” motto.

Dominion Air & Heat staff kept it cool 
while turning up the heat on a whole 
range of HVAC products and services 

from  chillers, air handlers, boilers, fan 
coil units, cooling towers, water piping 

systems, duct systems and more! 

Britta Butler, ARC visits with an attendee about 
ARC’s consultative approach to meet customer’s 
needs. An authorized reseller for hundreds of 
manufacturers, ARC can handle jobs of any size,  
from dropping off a toner cartridge to moving an 
entity to full service hosting using their Choice 
Partners contract for Infrastructure as a Service.

Prime Systems Edwin Luo and Johnny Chen share 
information with Priscilla Jackson from the city of 
Houston.  Prime Systems offers integrated technology 
solutions for hardware, software and onsite personnel 
services. With their Directron.com partner, they offer 
20,000 technology-related hardware and software items.

Priscilla Benoit and Cindy Allen  
of Goose Creek CISD visit with  
Joe Jordan, Bosworth Paper, 
viewing their array of paper  
and office products. A Houston-
grown company since 1924, 
Bosworth Papers, Inc. serves Texas 
with a variety of paper, printing 
and graphic products. Bosworth 
has a “no minimum order, no 
minimum for delivery” promise. 

Facilities Sources (formerly Dura Pier Facilities 
Services) staff members Jan Pecherski, Jim Burke  
and Tracy Foster distributed mugs with their new 
logo and name to let attendees know that they  
are still in the Job Order Contracting business, but  
with a new name. Facilities Sources offers IDIQ 
construction with a unique combination of trades 
services and oversight for maximum quality, 
productivity and safety. 
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Monica Fountain of Montgomery ISD,  Vicky 
Dodge of Aldine ISD, and Cindy Tran with Avance, 

learn more about Edward Don & Company’s 
food equipment, small wares and supplies. They 

have more than 12,000 items in stock at six 
distribution centers across the U.S.

Nunzio Arcidiacono of Alvin Community College 
takes a turn hearing about the mission critical 
power and cooling equipment, and response 
services provided by Critical Infrastructure 
Solutions. From uninterruptible power supplies, 
power distribution units and computer room air 
conditioners, Critical Infrastructure Solutions 
protects data and maintains uptime for all of your 
data centers, computer rooms and wiring closets.  

Dahill’s Keith Harris and Mark Kellermeyer 
share with attendees how Dahill can 
analyze, strategize and ultimately stream-
line printing expenses. Headquarted in  
San Antonio, Dahill has the strength and 
national resources of Xerox and the agility 
and leadership of a service and support 
team in Texas. Dahill has Choice Partners 
contracts for copiers, digital duplicators, 
LCD screens, and large format printers  
and managed print services.

Helping Barbara Jack of HCDE think outside the 
“copy box,” Marimon Business System’s Larry 
McClendon and Kathy Reynolds share their 
comprehensive programs to measure, manage 
and reduce printing, scanning, faxing and 
copying costs.

Karen Perucki and Jeff Newman of Tandus | 
Centiva  Flooring help Kari Kominek of Crosby 
ISD take a step in the right direction with helpful 
insight into their diverse pattern, texture and 
color offerings for all commercial flooring needs.

In foreground, Auto-Chlor Services   
representative Greg Dombroski discusses  
their industrial line of dishwasher, laundry  
and cleaning solutions with an attendee.
Jason Brown, Precision Safe Sidewalks, 
explains to Choice Partners field representative 
Janet Wachs how they repair uneven sidewalks 
with a patented process to eliminate tripping 
hazards and make sidewalks ADA compliant.
In background, staff with Impac Fleet 
showcase their fleet management tools, 
including GPS vehicle tracking, fuel cards,  
and fleet fueling control systems that lower 
overall fuel spend and tighten controls.

Scott Uselman, High Point Sanitary 
Solutions, demonstrates a janitorial 
supplies item to Mary Sue Williams of 
Cypress Fairbanks ISD.  In addition to the 
full line of janitorial products, floor 
equipment, safety equipment, paper, 
liners, brooms and brushes, they offer 
training classes to ensure that products  
are used effectively.
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Derek Gillard, formerly assistant director of Choice 
Partners, has been named director of the purchasing 
cooperative. Gillard has 15 years experience in 
procurement, with six years spent in cooperative 
purchasing, and a bachelor’s degree from the 
University of North Texas. Many members and 
vendors know him from his work as manager of  
the HCDE Purchasing Cooperative, which merged 
with the other HCDE cooperatives to become  
Choice Partners. u

Derek Gillard  
named director

Choice Partners welcomes new members 
Organizations and governmental entities that became members when contracts were approved 
by the HCDE board of trustees in November include Anchorage School District, Alaska; Boy 
Scouts of America – Sam Houston Area Council; Cornerstone Christian Academy, Houston; 
Deweyville ISD, Deweyville; Hayes CISD, Kyle; Knowledge First Empowerment Academy, 
Missouri City; city of League City; Mathis ISD, Mathis; city of Meadows Place; Tarleton State 
University, Stephenville; Texas A&M University – Corpus Christi; city of Wills Point; 
Clarendon ISD, Clarendon; Dallas County Community College District, Dallas and  
Deep East Texas Electric Cooperative, Inc., San Augustine. u

DECEMBER 11–13
Texas Charter School Assn. conference –  
Ft. Worth; Booth 514

DECEMBER 16 –18
Clean Air Through Energy Efficiency  
conference – San Antonio; Booth #16 

CALENDAr Of EVENTS

See recent announcements about Choice Partners on the home page at www.ChoicePartners.org.

Kenneth Crawford, 
executive director of 
facilities services, Killeen 
ISD (center), won the toolset
from the Choice Partners 
booth at the TASBO 
M&O and Texas Facility 
Masters conference. 
Shown with Derek 
GIllard (left), director, 
and Joann Nichols, client 
services manager (right).

In this season of Thanksgiving, we are reminded 
how thankful we are for our relationships  
with our members and our vendor partners.

All of Choice Partners wishes you a Happy 
Thanksgiving and a joyous holiday season.


