
As the legislature readies for its next 
session, school districts and 
governmental entities are still grappling 
to interpret purchasing law changes for 
facility services from 2011, when 
Government Code Chapter 2269 
(initially listed as Chapter 2267) was 
introduced. What are construction 
services? What can be classified as 
minor facilities services and/or 
maintenance? Harris County 
Department of Education has done 
extensive research and has made the 
following clarifications to assist 
purchasing and facilities personnel.

“This used to be so much easier,” said 
Micki Morris, partner at Rogers, Morris & 
Grover, LLP, as she explained that all 
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New contracts awarded
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construction projects were previously 
under procurement rules of Chapter 44 
of the Education Code. “Anything 
construction is now Chapter 2269 of the 
Government Code. That made every-
body’s life a little more difficult,” said 
Morris. Ms. Morris spoke at a recent 
TASBO Gulf Coast Maintenance and 
Operations chapter meeting at HCDE.

Using school district or budgetary 
interpretations of what used to be 
defined as construction or maintenance 

New contracts for technology labs, tele-
medicine services, and technical services 
and products for food service were awarded 
at the November 2014 board meeting of 
Harris County Department of Education and 
are accessible through HCDE Choice 
Partners cooperative.

Newly awarded 
contracts

 Integrated Technology 
Laboratories: Creative 
Learning Systems

Telemedicine Services: 
Doc-Aid Telemedicine Services; Lone Star 
Telemedicine Services Inc.; and Phonoscope 
Health Network

Technical Services and Products for Food 
Service:  Broadcast Signage Network LLC 
dba Epicure Digital Systems; Education 
Management Systems Inc. dba Meals Plus; 
Heartland School Solutions, a division of 
Heartland Payment Systems Inc.; ISITE 
Software dba School Nutrition and Fitness; 
PCS Revenue Control Systems Inc.; Robert 
Beyer Enterprises LLC dba Automated 
Financial Systems; and Water Walkers Inc. 
dba Health-e Meal Planner Pro.

Renewed contracts

Contracts were renewed for curriculum, 
Instructional, assessment and intervention 
materials and supplies, job order contracting 
(IDIQ Construction) and promotional items. 

View all the contracts at  
www.ChoicePartners.org. u

Annual
vendor 
exhibit

Thank you, members and vendors, for parTnering 
wiTh ChoiCe parTners naTional CooperaTive This year! 

(continued on page 4)

Larry Settle visits with 
members about the 
BASIC IDIQ statewide 
contract for facility 
renovation and 
construction.
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>>hCde seleCTs 
new superinTendenT

Colbert comes to HCDE from the 
West Orange-Cove Consolidated 

Independent School District with 2,500 
students in Orange, Texas, where he 
served as superintendent three years. 
He was previously assistant superinten-
dent at Hamilton County Department of 
Education in Chattanooga, Tenn., which 
served 42,000 students at 72 campuses. 
Colbert began his education career at 
Pflugerville ISD as special education 
teacher and assistant high school princi-
pal, then moved to Dallas ISD, where he 
served as principal of a 4-A high school.

Colbert and his wife Angie, who is 
also an educator, have a teenage son, 
Isom, 14.

The Washington, D.C. native 
attended urban schools and earned a 
bachelor’s degree in special education 

from the University of Texas and a 
master’s degree in administration from 
Texas State University. He is certified as a 
superintendent and administrator in 
both Texas and Tennessee.

“It is both an honor and a privilege 
for me to join this 125 year-old public 
education entity which plays such a vital 
role in the 25 Harris County school 
districts,” said Colbert. “I look forward to 
meeting and working with my 
colleagues in every school district 
throughout Harris County so that we 
may collectively serve as champions for 
all children.”

HCDE provides services to school 
districts in greater Harris County, the 
largest county in the state, with approxi-
mately one million students. u

James Colbert, Jr. 
has been named the 
new county school 
superintendent for 
Harris County 
Department of 
Education by the HCDE 
Board of Trustees.

Website updated
In response to member needs, new 
information is now available on the 
ChoicePartners.org website.

Members can now see which 
contracts have expired in the last 12 
months. Go to the Vendors/Contracts 
tab and select Expired Contracts. 

The second addition is the name of 
the Choice Partners manager handling 
each contract. Go to each vendor page 
to find the contract manager name and 
contact information. Please don’t 
hesitate to call on the contract managers 
for assistance with your purchasing 
needs. u

James Colbert, Jr. speaks to attendees 
at the ‘Meet the Superintendent’ 
reception at HCDE.

http://www.choicepartners.org
http://www.choicepartners.org/expired_contracts.php
http://www.choicepartners.org/expired_contracts.php
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Chapter 2269 clarified for maintenance and construction

are not relevant. Texas Education Code 
Chapter 44 specifies that Chapter 2269 
of the Texas Government Code applies 
for all “construction services,” which is 
not defined. Sarah Langlois, HCDE 
general counsel and partner at Rogers, 
Morris & Grover, LLP, notes that “gener-
ally, construction contracts can encom-
pass both maintenance and public 
works projects.” Ms. Langlois spoke at a 
recent HCDE School Finance Council 
meeting. 

So purchasing and facilities profes-
sionals must distinguish between 
projects that replace like-for-like and 
projects that involve a “public works 
contract,” which triggers bonding and 
prevailing wage requirements.

Morris says the legal definition of 
maintenance is very narrow. She notes 
that the Texas Attorney General’s 
definition of “maintenance refers to 
ordinary upkeep necessary to preserve 
something in good condition; to ‘keep 
up, keep from change; preserve’ and 

Welcome new members
New members in November include Beeville ISD, Beeville; Brazos 
Maternal and Child Health Clinic Inc., Bryan; city of Granbury; 
city of Rosenberg; Scurry County, Snyder; Taylor County, 
Abilene; Texas Retailers Association, Austin; The Woodlands 
Township, The Woodlands; and University of Dallas, Irving. u

includes ‘ordinary 
repairs necessary 
and proper from 
time to time for that 
purpose.’”

“Generally, if a 
construction 
contract does not 
fall within the 
definition of 
‘maintenance,’ it is 
safe to consider it a 
‘public work 
contract’ if it 
involves construc-
tion work related to 
a public building,” 

said Langlois.

“With advancements in technology, 
it is becoming more and more difficult 
to replace like for like,” said Les Hooper, 
RTSBA, executive director, HCDE 
facilities services.

It is no longer legal for school district 
purchasing professionals to use time 
and materials contracts with vendors on 
standby for Heating Ventilation Air 
Conditioning, electrical, plumbing or 
other such repairs. Under Government 
Code 2269, maintenance service 
contracts should be procured using Job 
Order Contracts (Indefinite Delivery-
Indefinite Quantity Construction), which 
by definition uses a construction unit 
price book. The JOC contracts can be for 
individual trades or can be a JOC 
company that subcontracts for all 
component work. JOC contracts can be 
procured by individual school districts 
or through a cooperative via an interlo-

cal contract (Government Code Chapter 
791.)

Minor repairs and renovations that 
school districts can no longer classify as 
maintenance and procure under time 
and materials contracts include such 
things as: adding an electrical outlet; 
removing old carpeting and replacing 
with a different or upgraded flooring 
surface; adding a wall; replacing HVAC 
units with higher efficiency units; 
replacing lighting with improved 
efficiency bulbs, etc.

“If you are doing time and materials 
for construction services under Chapter 
44, it is going to get flagged by the 
auditor,” said Morris.

This information was developed by Jim 
Owens, retired school facilities administra-
tor and HCDE consultant, and Sarah 
Langlois and Micki Morris, partners, 
Rogers, Morris & Grover, LLP.  Sarah 
Langlois, partner, Rogers, Morris & Grover 
LLP, present a session on this topic at the 
TASBO Facility Masters conference in 
November. u

(continued from page 1)

Micki Morris, partner, Rogers, Morris & Grover LLP, visits with 
an attendee at the Gulf Coast Maintenance and Operations 
Association chapter of TASBO.

Sarah Langlois, HCDE general counsel 
and partner at Rogers, Morris & 
Grover LLP, presenting a workshop with 
Jim Owens, retired school facilities 
administrator and HCDE consultant, at 
the TASBO Facility Masters conference in 
November.
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deC. 10-12, 2014 
Texas Charter Schools Association, Houston

Jan. 15, 2015 
North Texas Facility Services Administrators 
conference, Birdville ISD

CALENDAr OF EvENTS 

See recent announcements about Choice Partners on the home page at www.ChoicePartners.org.

See all upcoming events at  www.choicepartners.org/events.php

Jan. 26-27, 2015 
Texas Association of School Administrators 
Midwinter conference, Austin

Annual vendor exhibit (continued from page 1)

Kimberli Robinson and Brad Person, AW Mechanical Services, 
discuss benefits of using their Choice Partners HVAC contract.

Mike Fletcher 
and Stephanie 
Ferrar, Impac 
Universal 
Fuel Services, 
offer their 
one card per 
vehicle system 
for monthly 
fuel, at more 
than 250,000 
stations, and 
maintenance 
expense 
tracking.

Brian Allan, Lab Resources Inc., 
markets technical training equipment 
for education, which includes 
installation, training, workshops and 
technical support.

M.E. “Butch” Milks, Balfour Company, can 
meet member needs for award jackets, screen 
printing, and embroidery, plus graduation, 
yearbooks and commemorative items through 
Choice Partners contracts.

Susanne Rees, ERC, Environmental 
and Construction Services Inc., shares 
information about their construction 
trades contracts for HVAC and painting.

Reagan LaPoint, Buckeye International 
Inc., showcases some of the full line 
of maintenance and cleaning supplies 
included in their Choice Partners contract 
for janitorial supplies.

http://www.choicepartners.org
http://www.choicepartners.org/events.php

