
When Choice 
Partners members 
need easy-to-use 
building automation 
systems that provide 
maximum energy 
efficiency, they leave 
the light on for 
Automated Logic 
Corporation (ALC). 
The company, which 
has operations across 
the globe, is known 
for excellent, client-
specific service, and 
its HVAC and Building 
Controls contracts 
with Choice Partners 
makes its services 
easy for members  
to access. 

“Their response 
has always been 
great,” said Paul 
Gutowsky, energy 
coordinator at Lamar 
CISD, which used the 
Choice Partners 
contract awarded  
to ALC to change  
out the controls in 
portable buildings. 
ALC removed the 
manual thermostat 
and installed one  
that can be  
controlled off-site  
in the centralized  
control system.

Student test scores are not a topic only for teachers  
and curriculum leaders. Facility managers can have  
a major impact on achievement by improving school 
environments, which then contribute to higher 
attendance for students and teachers. Research shows 
higher attendance results in higher achievement.

Facility managers from across the state joined 
vendors and sponsors to learn more at the 2014 Texas 
Healthy School Environments Symposium held in April 
at Harris County Department of Education.

John E. Sawyer, Ed.D., HCDE county school superintendent, welcomed the crowd 
to HCDE, recognizing the importance of the symposium topic and acknowledging 

Attendees hear from 
experts at Healthy School 
Environments Symposium 

Supply Catalog contracts are active
Stock up on supplies using the new supply catalog with best pricing 
for more than 1,300 competitively bid line items. Categories include 
supplies for art, athletics, classroom teaching, fine paper,  
food service, health and medical, office, janitorial and technology. 

Contract pricing is effective through March 31, 2015.

New contracts awarded

Members rely  
on Automated 
Logic Corporation

New contracts for online tutoring and 
graduation items were awarded at the 
April 2014 board meeting of Harris 
County Department of Education, and 
are accessible through HCDE Choice 
Partners cooperative. Governmental 
entities that have signed an interlocal 
contract with HCDE may access these legally 
procured contracts.

Newly awarded contracts include Graduation, 
Yearbooks and Commemorative Items: HW Grad Corp 
dba Herff Jones/North Houston Athletics; Herff Jones Inc.; 
Jostens, Inc.; Pride and Recognition Inc. dba Balfour 

Company; and Taylor Publishing company dba 
Balfour Yearbooks

Online Tutoring: Focus Cares, Inc. dba 
Focus EduVation, Inc.; On The Third Day 
Christian Ministries dba Laureate Learning 

Center; and Tutor Pace, Inc.

More than 40 contracts for commodity 
processing were renewed.

Contracts were renewed in 19 categories.  
See all the new and renewed contracts at  
www.choicepartners.org/new-on-line-tutoring-
contract-awarded. u

(continued on page 2)

(continued on page 3)

Stacy Murphy, regional contact, 
Indoor Air Quality Tools for 
Schools, U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency, Region 6 
Schools Program, gives an 
overview of their program.
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Members rely on Automated Logic
“I’ve always received the service  

I needed and any issues have been 
addressed both quickly and professionally,”  
Gutowsky added. 

The energy team at La Joya ISD knows 
what Paul is feeling. It used the Choice 
Partners contract with Automated Logic 
Corporation for a digital controls lighting 
project and has done work with them 
through their own RFPs, which were 
awarded before La Joya ISD became a 
member of HCDE Choice Partners.

“If I could put all my schools on ALC,  
I would,” said Rey Cedillo, energy  
management director, La Joya ISD. 

Cedillo said the teamwork of ALC 
providing training to the La Joya ISD 
technicians has alone saved the district 
about half a million dollars over a 
six-month period.

“If you are going to build a campus 
that requires controls, you cannot go 
wrong with Automated Logic,” said 
Cedillo. “As long as you have internet, 
you can access the controls.”

Too bad ALC’s golfing skills are not  
on par with their construction abilities, 
Cedillo joked, referring to a recent 
fundraising golf tournament during 
which the ALC team received high scores. 

“Their products are very good —  
they are just not good at golf!” said 
Cedillo, acknowledging their participation 
contributed to funds for scholarships. 

While ALC may not have every golf 
tournament in the bag, it does seem to 
win at a wide range of construction 
projects. Just ask Dayton ISD, which 

relies on ALC’s clear and efficient  
work ethic.

“They installed a chiller a couple of 
years ago and did an outstanding job,” 
said Steve Bell, facilities director,  
Dayton ISD.

 “They showed up when they said they 
would, finished when they said they 
would, and had it cranked up on time,” 
added Bell. “It was excellent and every-
thing I expected.”

ALC also did a campus retrofit for 
controls and partnered with another 
Choice Partners vendor, Custom Air 
Products, who did the custom mechanical 
work. Bell said he would “absolutely” use 
both of them again.

Bell appreciates the structure of the 
Choice Partners IDIQ contracts that use 
R.S. Means, as all the quotes show 
exactly where the money goes. “That’s 
just what we need,” said Bell, “because 
we are spending taxpayer dollars.  With 
Choice Partners everything is laid out, 
money-wise, which makes it easy for 
facilities people like me to account for 
the dollars.”  u

Members will want to meet Melinda Perales, new contract 
manager for Choice Partners.

With six years experience as a buyer for a college and a 
manufacturer, plus four years working in purchasing and 
business services for a school district, Perales comes prepared 
to help members with procurement. 

She has a bachelor’s degree in finance from the University  
of Houston, Clear Lake and has completed the coursework from 
TASBO to be a Certified Texas School Business Specialist 
(CTSBS), specializing in Purchasing and Supply Management.

Melinda can be reached at  Melinda@ChoicePartners.org and 713.696.1337. u

Meet new staff member

(continued from page 1)

Derek Gillard, Director  
Joann Nichols, Assistant Director 
Trisha Jensen, Assistant Director  
Greg Lookabaugh, Sr. Manager of  
 Facilities Planning 
Carol Greb, Contract Manager 
Melinda Perales, Contract Manager 
Mary Causey, Contract Coordinator  
Laci Williams, Food Contract Coordinator 
Arlita Kyles, Contract Specialist 
Belinda Lalor, Data Specialist 
Yvonne Johnson, Office Support 
Doris Munguia, Office Support 
Kay Vorish, Office Support 
Don Elder, Jr., Marketing Consultant 
Jim Owens, Contract Auditor/Consultant

Les Hooper
Executive Director

John E. Sawyer 
HCDE County School Superintendent

6005 Westview, Houston, TX 77055
www.choicepartners.org

877-696-2122

“They showed up when they said they 
would, finished when they said they 
would, and had it cranked up on time,” 
added Steve Bell, facilities director, 
Dayton ISD. “It was excellent and 
everything I expected.”



2014 — Issue 2
Page 3

Healthy environments improve achievement
the research that has demonstrated that “learning environment is really important...
The upkeep and health of the facilities really do contribute to student achievement,” 
said Sawyer.

Superintendent Alton Frailey, Katy ISD (left), with 8,500 
teachers and staff and 67,000 students, noted that today school 
air quality is “serious business.” 

 “I grew up in east Texas on a farm. My idea of air quality was 
to just stand upwind,” said Frailey. “Green was just a color, not a 
building condition...Today we know that it is not only physical 
space but also the socioemotional aspect,” Frailey said.

  There is a return on investment in cleaner classrooms, 
according to Richard Shaughnessy, Ph.D., director, indoor air 
quality and research associate, Chemical Engineering 
Department, University of Tulsa (bottom left). 

“There is hard science to back all that up,” said Shaughnessy. 
“We know adequate ventilation is linked to performance.
Contaminated schools may even lower kids’ IQs.”

The lead organizer was Greg Lookabaugh, senior manager  
of facilities planning, HCDE Choice Partners, assisted by Peggy 

Caruso, Katy ISD assistant director environmental and safety, and Stacy Murphy, 
regional contact, Indoor Air Quality Tools for Schools, U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, Region 6 Schools Program.

Choice Partners welcomes new members 
New members include: Alamo Workforce, San Antonio; city of Allen; Alvord ISD; 
Augustana College, Rock Island, Illinois; Brazos School for Inquiry and Creativity, 
Bryan and Houston; Brooks County ISD, Falfurrias; Calvin Nelms Charter School, 
Katy; Carrollton-Farmers Branch ISD; Colorado County, Columbus; East Texas 
Charter School, Longview; Ector County, Odessa; city of Euless; Floresville ISD; city 
of Fulshear; Georgetown ISD; Grandview ISD; Gulf Coast FourSquare Church, 
Hitchcock; Heart of Texas Region MHMR Center, Waco; city of Katy; city of 
Mercedes; Sealy ISD; Southside ISD, San Antonio; Sheriffs’ Association of Texas; 
Sugar Grove Christian School, Houston; Texas Association of School Business 
Officials; and University of Nevada, Reno. u

From left to right are 
Don Elder, marketing 
consultant, Choice 
Partners, Katy ISD 
Superintendent Alton 
Frailey, HCDE County 
School Superintendent 
John Sawyer, Ed.D., 
and Greg Lookabaugh.

(continued from page 1)

(continued on page 4)

From left to right, Arnold Anderson, 
Isura Gil and Peggy Caruso of Katy ISD 

described their award-winning Indoor Air 
Quality Tools for Schools program.

Richard Shaughnessy visits with Choice 
Partners vendor Blackmon Mooring

Darron LaChausse, branch manager, 
Camfil (available as Air Filter Systems) 

[link to http://www.choicepartners.org/
vendors/air-filter-systems-lp] explains the 

science of air filtration for most efficient 
and lowest cost air flow.
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AprIl 24
Lunch and Learn, Las Colinas Country Club

AprIl 24
Public Purchasing Assn. Exhibit, Irving

 

CALENDAr OF EVENTS

See recent announcements about Choice Partners on the home page at www.ChoicePartners.org.

MAY 12-14
North & East County Judges & 
Commissioners conf., Galveston

See all upcoming events at   
www.choicepartners.org/events.php

Louise Henry, HCDE Client Development 
Services director, and Fred Calhoun, Client 
Development Services field representative 
(far right), present the Choice Partners tool 
kit to Larry Joe Worley, manager, projects, 
Lewisville ISD Facilities Services at the Texas 
Assn. of School Business Officials exhibit. u

 

Murphy brought 
Indoor Air Quality  
Tools for Schools kits 
and stressed the 
importance of under-
standing the elements 
of maintaining a 
healthy environment.  

“We have a powerful 
national network,”  
said Murphy, noting  
the connections to  
spur action with  
mentor districts and  
school champions.

“We provide resources 
so our districts can do 
their job of serving 
kids,” said Sawyer. 
“We’re going to do our 
very best for all the 
people we serve.”  u

TASBO winner 
announced

(continued from page 3)

Electronics recycle day
Choice Partners 
vendor ARC arranged 
for a technology 
recycling day at Harris 
County Department of 
Education with their 
partner Strategic 
Mobile Group. u

Find us on:

Left to right: Greg Lookabaugh, senior manager of 
facilities planning, HCDE Choice Partners; keynote 
speaker Richard Shaughnessy, Ph.D., director, indoor air 
quality and research associate, Chemical Engineering 
Department, University of Tulsa; and Peggy Caruso, 
assistant director, environmental and safety, Katy 
Independent School District.

Manny Castillo,  
Round Rock ISD, receives 
the tool kit from the 
Choice Partners booth 
drawing. Joann Nichols, 
left, assistant director, 
Choice Partners, and 
Janet Wachs, right,  
HCDE Client  
Development Services 
field representative,  
make the presentation.


