
  Contracts for carpet maintenance, 
and for water quality and waste 
management services are now available 
for cooperative purchasing through 
Choice Facility Partners. These new 
contracts were approved during the 
February board 
meeting of the Harris 
County Department 
of Education, CFP’s 
sponsoring agency.

  New contracts 
include:

• Carpet maintenance with 
Corporate Care and  

• Water quality and waste 
management services and 
related environmental 
services  with 
Titan Engineering. 

 Renewed contracts include:

• Streaming audio/visual 
services with Granicus and  

• Tree trimming   
with Asplundh Tree Expert 
Company and The F.A. Bartlett 
Tree Expert Company. 

 Governmental entities that have 
signed an interlocal agreement with 
HCDE may access these legally 
procured contracts. 

School fi nance topics 
featured at MASBA conference
 Trustees gathered 
in San Antonio in 
January for the 2011 
annual conference of 
the Mexican American 
School Board Members 
Association, as they 
celebrated 40 years of 
advocating quality 
education for all.

 MASBA President 
Manuel Rodriguez 
encouraged attendees to 
save money for facilities, fuel 
and energy by using the 

services of the exhibitors. Choice Facility Partners 
was a sponsor of the conference and had 
participation of its sponsoring organization, Harris 
County Department of Education, plus awarded 
contract partners Armko, GroundFORCE,  
Johnson Controls, Inc., Rayco Construction 
and Tandus Flooring.

      Several general sessions focused on school 
fi nance issues and featured state Rep. Rob Eissler, 
chair, House Committee on Public Education, and 
a panel discussion with Rep. Joe Farias, House 
Committee on Public Education, John M. Folks, 
Ed.D., superintendent , Northside ISD and Robert 
Jaklich, superintendent, Harlandale ISD and 
Michael Soto, Ph.D., State Board of Education 
District 3. 

 Rep. Eissler noted that the foundation school budget was $9.8 billion less than 
the current law requires. Between enrollment growth, which is 70-85,000 students 

FEBRUARY 2011

News for Choice Facility Partners members and contract partnersy Partnneers members s and co

LLEADEREADER’’S S CCHOICEHOICEThe
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Contracts 
awarded for water, 
waste management

Members join
 Organizations and governmental entities that became members when interlocal 
agreements were approved by the HCDE Board of Trustees on Feb. 22 include 
Angelina County, Bloomington ISD, City of Mont Belvieu, City of Sealy, City of 
Tamarac, (Fla.), City of Texarkana, Coryell Central Appraisal District, Eanes ISD, 
Hawkins ISD and Texas A & M University System Health Science Center. 
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Elementary, Houston ISD, 
entertained the crowd.

l
Manuel Rodriguez, Jr. receives the commemorative gavel 

in recognition of his leadership as MASBA president.

Website updated
 Check out the updated website, 
www.choicefacilitypartners.org. New 
features include improved search and 
sort functions, easier to read vendor 
partner contract pages, and state-by-
state maps of available contracts.

Special MASBA Issue
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Choice Facility Partners specializes in facility needs from the tap through the roof, including 
Construction; Energy Conservation and Management; Disaster Recovery and Restoration; Furniture, 

Fixtures and Equipment (FFE); Building Exterior and Grounds; and Building Infrastructure.

annually, and the $3.3 billion provided 
from stimulus funds last year that has 
to be replaced by general revenue 
funds, there is a great disparity in 
available revenue and what is needed 
to maintain current programs and 
services. 

 Eissler does not favor putting 
people out of business, raiding school 
district fund balances or automatic 
cuts.

 “Across the board cuts are 
counterproductive,” said state Rep. Eissler.

 He advocated being more strategic on paying teachers, instead of allowing years of service and degrees to dictate 
salaries.  “We should not require districts to give teachers a raise every year, 
which limits the ability to manage.”

  Eissler believes that teacher quality is the most important thing. He 
suggested that districts avoid the  “last hired – fi rst fi red” process if budgets 
required laying off teachers, but rather encouraged keeping the most effective 
teachers, regardless of their years of service.

 Eissler said it is the legislature’s job to fi gure out the budget, “protecting 
what matters most, while protecting student learning.”

 Superintendent Folks said the defi cit created by the business margin tax 
has caused additional shortages. Student enrollment grows signifi cantly each 
year, yet funds are decreasing.  “We cannot go forward and balance the budget 
on the backs of school children,” said Folks. “They are going to have to 
address inadequacies.”

 “When you have a system that funds $4,600 to $12,000 in target revenue, 
it doesn’t take a rocket scientist to fi gure out that is not fair,” said Folks.

 Superintendent Jaklich quoted the constitution saying “It is the 
responsibility of the state legislature to provide equity and adequate education 
system … That’s not happening.”

School fi nance topics featured at MASBA conference (continued from page 1)
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The Southwest High School Mariachi Band, Southwest ISD, performed for MASBA participants.

See “School fi nance topics featured at MASBA conference” on page 3

Choice recognized for distinguished achievement
 Choice Facility Partners marketing materials were recognized with fi ve 
awards by the Texas School Public Relations Association. Gold Star Awards 
were bestowed for the Choice Facility Partners brochure, exhibit booth and 
Leader’s Choice newsletter. Silver Star Awards were presented for the 
marketing plan and advertisements. 
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School fi nance 
topics featured at 
MASBA conference

 Rep. Farias said that the 
governor has the ability to make 
education a priority issue, but he 
has chosen not to. The promises 
elected offi cials made during the 
election year to balance the budget 
without any new taxes are “riding 
on the backs of our constituents.”

 He noted he gets very few 
emails, letters and calls about 
equitable funding for schools and 
advised letting elected repre-
sentatives know how you feel 
about the situation.  “Lobby, call 
and send emails, knock on our 
doors in Austin, organize, send a 
message,” Farias said. 

Incoming MASBA president Joshua Cerna, Harlandale ISD,  introduces a panel discussion on school fi nance.

Superintendent 
Robert Jaklich

Rep. Joe Farias Superintendent 
John Folks

Michael Soto – state Board 
of Education, District 3

Joshua Cerna, trustee at Harlandale ISD, took offi ce 
as 2011 president at the conclusion of the conference.

A conference participant asks a question 
of Rep. Rob Eissler.

MASBA President Manuel Rodriguez, Jr. 
recognizes Ernesto Nieto, founder and 
president, National Hispanic Institute, 

with the Campana Award.
Travis Jones, 
Armko, spoke 
on extending 

the life of 
facilities, 
describing 

roofi ng methods 
and protection 

for the building 
envelope.

Jesus Amezcua, 
assistant 

superintendent, 
Harris County 
Department 
of Education 
presented a 
session on 

QZAB funding.
See more photos from the 

MASBA conference on page 4
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To access legal, competitively bid contracts awarded by HCDE, go to www.ChoiceFacilityPartners.org; click on member and download the interlocal agreement for the 
appropriate governmental /non-profi t entity. Once the interlocal is approved by the governing body and signed, the member can access the contracts.                

Go to vendor partners to see the contracts listed alphabetically by company; click on contracts to see the alphabetical list of resource areas.

MASBA 2011 board of directors

Executive Director Joe Munoz Featured speaker Roy Juarez described 
growing up homeless and then choosing to live 
homeless to save funds. He speaks to youngsters 

at juvenile facilities across the country 
encouraging them to never stop dreaming. 

MASBA presidents from left to right: President 
Manuel Rodriguez, Jr., Houston ISD; Past President 

Maria Leal, South Texas ISD; and Incoming 
President Joshua Cerna, Harlandale ISD.

Eddie Aldrete spoke about 
immigration reform.

Dietrich Von Biedenfeld presents 
the Choice Facility Partners 

door prize to Dave Buchanan, 
South Texas ISD.

Mike Bailey and Joel Lopez represented 
Johnson Controls, Inc., which was a 
platinum sponsor of the conference.

Trustee Oscar Saldivar, Jr. shared the 
Santa Maria ISD experience using 

Choice Facility Partners’ contracts with 
Herrera Hunt and GroundFORCE 

to add a 2,016 sq.ft. science lab.


