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Teaching Systems gets straight A’s on quality,service
Robots run around the room. 3D printers create architectural
designs, dioramas, models of body parts – you name it. Laser
machines engrave detailed artwork and maps on wood and carve
chess sets out of stone. Is this Earth in the year 2200, perhaps?
Actually, it’s today’s STEM-friendly classroom, thanks to Teaching
Systems Inc.

“Teaching Systems works on getting the things we need,” said 		
Don Kelly, a career and technical education specialist at Garland
Independent School District.
		With Teaching Systems’ help, Kelly added, Garland ISD was
even able to take advantage of a special “buy four, get two free”
deal on 3D printers with Makerbot.
		“We just enjoy working with them,” he said.
		
Teaching Systems employees not only find the right deals
and products for their customers, but they never fail to follow
through.
(continued on page 3)

ChoicePartners.org now fully responsive
Members can now access the Choice Partners website from any
mobile device. The updated site, http://www.ChoicePartners.org ,
offers some new features, plus is streamlined with less text and more
graphics.
		“We wanted to make it easier for our members to use the site,”
said Jeff Drury, Choice Partners director.
		The home page has a clearer delineation for Members (I want to
BUY) and Vendors (I want to SELL) and featured vendors are more
visible.
		For more than 50 years, Teaching Systems has been
providing educational institutions with laboratory support for
products from 3D printers and hydraulics equipment to robotics
materials and programming software. To find customers the best
deals on educational equipment, Teaching Systems chooses from
the 20 vendors it represents, such as MasterCam and Vex
Robotics.

Choice Partners Child Nutrition Expo
Oct. 6, 2016 - Humble Civic Center

		Log in and experience it for yourself! u

New contracts awarded for food,
video surveillance cameras and more
New contracts for food distributors, energy, and video recording
equipment and installation for special education classrooms, and
more were awarded at recent board meetings of Harris County
Department of Education.
(continued on page 2)

Choice Partners Annual Vendor Show
Nov. 4, 2016 - Houston CityCentre
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Meet new contract manager

The Right Resources. Right Now.

Join us in welcoming new Contract Manager Kristi Helton. Ms. Helton has seven years of
experience in school district purchasing from Goose Creek CISD
and most recently Galena Park ISD. Kristi will be managing the
Choice Partners technology contracts.
		She has a bachelor’s degree in business administration with a
concentration in management from American InterContinental
University of Houston. She has held a Certified Texas School
Business Official (CTSBO) designation since 2009.

Jeff Drury, Director

		On a personal level, she is “Nonnie” to a new grandson, loves
bass fishing and is taking a fly-fishing class.

Joann Nichols, Assistant Director
Trisha Jensen, Assistant Director

Kristi Helton, Contract Manager
Mary Causey, Contract Coordinator
Laci Oettmeier, Food Contract Coordinator

Specialist
Arlita Kyles, Contract Specialist
Miriam Guzman, Field Representative
Don Elder, Jr., Marketing Consultant
Jim Owens, Contract Auditor/Consultant
Janet Wachs, Membership Manager

O

Fred Calhoun, Field Representative

OF

Stephen Kendrick, Contract Compliance

Organizations and governmental entities that became members when contracts were
recently approved by the HCDE Board of Trustees include Bee County; Building and
Restoring Hope Inc., Houston; Covenant Preparatory School,
MEMBE
D
Kingwood; Diocese of Dallas Catholic Schools Office; Family
R
UE
Service Association, San Antonio; Fannin County, Bonham;
Forney ISD; Gainesville ISD; Gulf Coast Waste Disposal
Authority, Houston; Medina Valley ISD, Castroville; and Poteet
ISD, Poteet; and Your Paracletus CDC, Houston.
N
IC
E P A RT
		New out-of-state members include Alabama Dept. of
Examiners of Public Accounts, Montgomery, Ala.; Alabama State University,
Montgomery, Ala.; Catholic Charities in the Archdiocese of Santa Fe, Albuquerque,
NM; Metropolitan Transportation Commission, San Francisco, Calif.; and Springdale
Public Schools, Springdale, Ark. u

CH

Jan Arnold, Client Services Coordinator

New members join

S

Carol Greb, Contract Manager

ER

Karen Chesky, Contract Manager

Contact Kristi at 713-696-1337 or via email at Kristi@ChoicePartners.org.u

VA
L

Greg Lookabaugh, Sr. Manager of
Facilities Planning

Les Hooper
Executive Director
James Colbert, Jr.
HCDE County School Superintendent
6005 Westview, Houston, TX 77055
www.choicepartners.org

877-696-2122
Find us on:

Contracts awarded

(continued from front)

Food/Cafeteria
		New contracts for food include awards to Gordon Food
Service Inc.; Jake’s Finer Foods; and Labatt Food Service for
Commercial Food Distributor; and to Sunny Sky Products; and
Trident Beverage for Frozen and Chilled Beverage Products.

Energy Purchase and Aggregation
		Contracts for retail energy providers were awarded to Reliant Energy Retail Holdings
LLC; and TXU Energy Retail Co.

Fire, Safety, Security and Surveillance
		Eight contracts were awarded to meet the requirements of Texas SB 507 to provide
video surveillance equipment and storage. Five include installation services (JOC-IDIQ):
All Campus Security; DukeSys; LVC Technologies LLC; PSX Inc.; and VIP Systems Inc.;
and three are for equipment only: Angel Trax; ARC Government Solutions Inc.; CLS
Technology Inc. See all the contracts available for Fire, Safety, Security and Surveillance.
(continued on page 3)
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‘Easy to work with’ every step of the way

(continued from front)

		Northside Independent School District Instructional Specialist Rosanna Perez
mentioned that if she ever has a problem, Teaching Systems is sure to take care of it
immediately. Because “success is the most important thing” to her and her students,
the Teaching Systems staff know they need to make every product work
successfully.

		Perez was not the only customer who said that Teaching Systems goes above
and beyond to meet with Choice Partners members face-to-face and get them what
they need.
		“What I like about them most is that they actually come to El Paso and present
their products,” said Eric Winkelman, director of career and technical education at El
Paso Independent School District.
		“They come on a regular basis, stop by and visit the teachers,” he added.
		Winkelman also mentioned that El Paso ISD has been working with Teaching
Systems for almost 20 years, and just one time was there an issue with shipping.
However, he said that when Teaching Systems employees became aware of the
problem, they apologized, took responsibility and quickly overnighted the product.
		“They’ve always been easy to work with,” he explained.
		Kelly cited an incident last year in which Garland ISD had difficulty fixing its
broken embroidery machines. Teaching Systems not only helped them fix the
machines but also set up future trainings for the teachers. Instead of leaving Garland
ISD teachers on their own, Teaching Systems remained involved in the training
process every step of the way.

Fluent in partnership and success
		When Northside ISD knew that it would need learning labs for students taking
foreign language AP classes due to a requirement to record and send MP3 files,
it had to go with an option that could provide a seamless user experience.
		“We wanted something that would work 100 percent of the time,” Perez said.
		Naturally, the choice was Teaching Systems, who Perez says has a “really good” relationship with the Northside ISD technology
department.

		
New contracts were also awarded in these categories: Athletic and Physical

		Teaching Systems provided the
equipment for the language labs, as well as
staff development and training resources for
foreign language teachers.

Education Supplies; Boxes, Packaging Supplies and Freight Services; Construction
Photographic Documentation; Building Controls (JOC-IDIQ); and Copying and
Printing (High Quality) and Digital Duplicators (Rental, Lease or Purchase).

		“Our teachers feel comfortable with
Teaching Systems,” Perez said. “They are more
than a vendor; they’re a partner.”

		See the contracts awarded and renewed in June:
http://www.choicepartners.org/food-distributor-and-video-surveillance-cameracontracts-awarded

		Accessing Teaching Systems’ awarded
contract through Choice Partners has been a
plus for members.

		See the contracts awarded and renewed in July:

		“We’re satisfied with how smooth it’s

Contracts awarded

(continued from page 2)

http://www.choicepartners.org/new-contracts-awarded-for-energy-nutritionprogram-beverages-and-more u

(continued on page 4)
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Vendor News

Teaching Systems gets straight A’s

Lings 5th Taste is now Yangs
Your one-stop shop for authentic Asian entrées now goes by a
different name: Yangs. Located in Southern California, Yangs 5th
Taste was established more than 11 years ago by the former owner
of a popular Chinese quick-service
chain. Even with its new name, Yangs
continues to provide schools and
other government entities with classic
dishes like lemongrass chicken and
chow mein noodles through its
Choice Partners contract. u

Member News

(continued from page 3)

been using co-op purchasing for Teaching Systems,”
Winkelman said.
		Employees at Teaching Systems agreed that working with
a co-op has been a win-win. According to President and Vice
President of Operations Kim Savage, Choice Partners has
allowed for a “streamlined process” in business, bringing
purchase orders in quickly through an awarded contract. She
noted that the shortened bidding process is beneficial to both
Teaching Systems and customers.
		“A lot of purchase orders have been able to come in
because we’ve already been awarded a contract and that’s
what [customers are] looking for,” Savage said. “When we say
that we’re a Choice Partners contract, then it’s an order
immediately for both of us.”
To learn more about Teaching Systems and its Choice Partners
		
contract, go to
http://www.choicepartners.org/vendors/teaching-systems-inc-3
or call 817-417-7775 or for local sales representatives, please visit
http://www.teachingsystems.com/contact.php u

FIND CHOICE PARTNERS AT THESE EVENTS
Aug. 23 – 25
Texas Association of Counties Annual Legislative Conference, AUSTIN
Americo Garza, Weslaco ISD,
accepts the digital multimeter
door-prize from the Choice Partners
booth at the South Texas
Association of School Maintenance
and Operations from Field
Representative Miriam Guzman.

Scott Henderson, Taylor County,
receives his prize at the Texas Public
Purchasing Association exhibit
booth from Contract Manager
Karen Chesky.

RFPS advertised
RFPs are currently posted for
Category									
Due Date
Chemicals, Supplies and Related Services		Aug. 9, 2016
IDIQ Lighting Supplies						Aug. 9, 2016
Student Information Systems					Aug. 30, 2016
		Please invite your quality vendors to respond. They will need
to register at http://www.choicepartners.org/become-a-vendor
		
Choice Partners staff are currently preparing RFPs for the
2017-2018 Supply Catalog. Please let us know of items you
desire to have available in the unique hard-bid catalog and notify
your quality vendors for those items to register at the link above.u

Sept. 23 – 25
Texas Assn. of School Administrators/Texas Assn. of School Boards, HOUSTON
Sept. 26
Texas Oklahoma Arkansas Louisiana (TOAL) Annual Meeting and Exposition,
SAN MARCOS
Sept. 30
ISM-RGV Purchasing conference, SOUTH PADRE ISLAND
Oct. 4 – 7
Texas Municipal League Annual Conference and Exhibition, AUSTIN
Oct. 6
NUTRITION GO! Choice Partners Child Nutrition Expo, HUMBLE
Oct. 10 – 12
Texas County Judges & Commissioners Assn. Conference, GALVESTON
Oct. 12
Choice Partners Member Workshop, HOUSTON
Oct. 18 – 21
Annual Texas Assn. of County Auditors Fall Conference, FORT WORTH
Nov. 4
PROCUREMENT GO! Choice Partners Annual Vendor Exhibit, HOUSTON

See recent announcements about Choice Partners on the home page at www.ChoicePartners.org

