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Annual Exhibit fosters connections across markets
More than 200 government employees attended the Choice Partners Annual Vendor Exhibit on Friday, Nov. 4, 2016, at the Norris
Conference Center in West Houston. The event, which has been held annually for the past 20 years, gave Choice Partners co-op
members the opportunity to meet with nearly 90 vendors offering supplies and services in the areas of education, facilities, food/
cafeteria, technology and more.
Purchasing professionals in attendance said that they look forward to the gathering of vendors, whose services they can access using
Choice Partners purchasing contracts at no added cost.
“I enjoy coming every year,” said Linda Deleon, facilities
manager, AVANCE-Houston, Inc.
“It was good to meet some vendors and put names to faces,”
said Kelly Durney, business specialist, Humble ISD.
Many vendors credited Choice Partners staff with putting on an
event that helps them grow their businesses and achieve greater
visibility in the community.
“It’s the perfect size” for vendors looking to have one-on-one
conversations with potential clients without being swallowed up
by the large crowds at bigger trade shows, said Ashley Puerto,
education sales specialist, Mobile Modular.
Balfour Company representatives Butch, Kathleen and Lisa discuss their
contracts for award jackets and yearbooks with a member.

Contracts awarded

Other vendors remarked that exhibiting at the event each year leads
to valuable connections in the government and education markets.
(continued on page 4)

New food options introduced at Child Nutrition Expo

New contracts for student information
systems and security
officers were awarded
at recent board
meetings of Harris
County Department of
Education for use by
our members.
The newly awarded contracts include
Student Information Systems:
Focus School Software; SunGard Public Sector
LLC doing business as SunGard K-12; and Tyler
Technologies Inc.
Security Officers:
Executive Threat Solutions; Houston
Enforcement Inc. (Drug Detection Dogs); and
Vets Securing America.u

To paraphrase a common saying, everyone’s a food critic. That includes 113 student
taste-tasters who sampled and evaluated bite-sized portions at the 2016 Choice Partners
Child Nutrition Expo. More than 90 vendor participants in the Choice Partners food program
stood by ready to serve, converting the Humble Civic Center into a marketplace of the latest
innovations in cafeteria food and equipment.

(continued on page 3)
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Welcome new members
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Organizations and governmental entities that recently became members when contracts
were approved by the HCDE Board of Trustees include city of Chino, Everman ISD,
Everman; city of Highland Village; Houston Gateway Academy; La Pryor ISD;
Lutheran Education Association of Houston; Midland
D MEMBER
College; Paris ISD; city of Rockwall and Wichita County.
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New out-of-state members include Charlotte County Public
Schools, Punta Gorda, Fla., Jennings County Public Library,
North Vernon, Ind.; Little Rock School District, Ark.; Peninsula
College, Port Angeles, Wash.; Solano County, Fairfield, Calif.; and
Troy University, Troy, Ala. u

Recruit vendors for JOC-Construction Trades CSP
Members who have a favorite quality construction or maintenance trades vendor they
want to use should encourage that vendor to register to become a bidder with Choice
Partners national cooperative so they can compete for a government-awarded contract.
Bidders for the Competitive Sealed Proposal for JOC-Construction Trades may use any
of three unit price books: Xactimate (which is used by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency and Insurance adjustors); RSMeans; or Craftsman National
Construction Estimator, all of which offer a digital option. The CSP is applicable for any
division of the CSI Master Format system, which are listed at www.choicepartners.org/
recruit-vendors-for-joc-trades.
We are asking vendors to provide a coefficient for a maximum of six divisions covering
the type of service they are offering to governmental entities.
The Choice Partners administrative fee for our vendors is lower than most of our co-op
competitors, which allows vendors to pass that savings on to members.
This contract will be legally procured under Government Code 2269. u

Nearly 90 vendors showcase their wares (continued from front)
“Great visibility, great contacts,” said
Sherrard Thomas, president and CEO of
LyncVerse Technology.
To keep school officials up-to-date on
the latest trends and best practices in
purchasing, the event also included a

presentation by HCDE Assistant
Superintendent for Business Jesus
Amezcua on complying with HB 1295
and meeting Education Department
Guidelines and Regulations (EDGAR). u

Find us on:

For fans of The Office, Joseph Jordan, executive
vice president, Bosworth Papers, calls his
company the ‘Dunder Mifflin of Houston. ’

Scott Uselman and Terri Guinn, sales reps for High
Point Sanitary Solutions, show off the latest
innovations in janitorial supplies to Linda
Anderson and Pam Martin, purchasing professionals from Columbia-Brazoria ISD.
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‘Great visibility’ at Annual Exhibit

(continued from page 2)

Rugged Protection specializes in rugged cases for
all models of the iPad series and is currently the
only company that offers rugged cases for the
popular Chromebook computers.

Representatives from Millennium Project
Solutions are happy to provide information
about how to use their JOC-IDIQ contracts.

ESI Ergonomic Solutions is a leading producer
of ergonomic furniture that enhances office
productivity and wellness.

Planning a big move? K.D. ‘Butch’ Butcher (right)
of Roadrunner can help make things easier.

Melanie McMurrer, account representative,
Enhanced Laser Products, talks to Cynthia Finley
of AVANCE about the latest in printing.

Dahill has been awarded Choice Partners
contracts for copiers and printers, digital
duplicators, LCD screens and printing services.

Nutrition items get the nod from sampling

(continued from front)

Young food critics from a dozen school districts helped nearly 200 nutrition directors and food service staff members plan their menus.
They evaluated quality, nutritional value and student tastes while Choice Partners gathered info to plan for future food contract
purchases.
“Student feedback is extremely important to the co-op and child nutrition directors,” said Trisha Jensen, food contracts director and
assistant director of Choice Partners. “Ultimately, students are the customers. We want to offer them healthy choices and need to know if
they like the foods--this is how we find out,” Jensen said.
Food is purchased annually by school districts in the Harris County area for more than 85 million student lunches using contracts
available through HCDE Choice Partners cooperative. u
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VENDOR NEWS

2016 Vendor Exhibit

(continued from page 3)

Bosworth Paper
Bosworth Paper is now part of Western-BRW. Based in Dallas,
the company has locations in Houston and Austin, serving
markets throughout Texas, Oklahoma and Missouri, including
San Antonio, Oklahoma City and Kansas City. Bosworth
continues to go to market under the Bosworth brand in its
traditional markets.
President Eric Harris says that the company has expanded
into towel, tissue and can
liners, utilizing a variety of
suppliers including Georgia
Pacific.

Sherrard Thomas, president and CEO of LyncVerse Technology, greets members
at his high-tech booth at the Choice Partners Annual Exhibit.

“Our 108 associates remain committed to serving our
customers with the best printing paper products available in
the industry and providing excellent service in Texas,
Oklahoma and Missouri.”

PSX
PSX recently installed an SB-507 compliant IDIS video
surveillance solution for the Edna Independent School District
(ISD). The project was featured in the October 2016 issue of
Security Sales and Integration magazine.
“In Edna ISD, the safety of our
students, teachers and staff is a
key part of our educational
mission,” says Robert O’Connor,
superintendent, Edna ISD, in the
article. Read the full article online now. u

Samantha Cassens, project manager, T&R Mechanical, talks with
members about her company’s HVAC contract.

RFPs and CSPs on the street
Current RFPs and CSPs are posted on the Choice Partners
website. The categories and due dates are

SAVE THESE DATES
JAN. 11
Choice Partners Member Workshop/Vendor Showcase,
SAN ANTONIO
FEB. 28 - MARCH 1
TASBO Annual Conference,
AUSTIN
APRIL 11
Choice Partners Member Workshop/Vendor Showcase,
GRAPEVINE

• Hard bid responses for supplies for Art, Athletics,
Classroom Teaching, Food Service, First Aid/Medical,
Office and Technology – Nov. 28, 2 p.m.
• Moving, Storage and Related Items – Dec. 14, 2 p.m.
• CSP/JOC for IDIQ /Building Trades (CSP) – Jan. 17, 2 p.m.
• CSP for Athletic Surfaces (all kinds) – coming soon
Please let your contacts with quality businesses know about
the current RFPs advertised by Choice Partners. Interested
vendors should register as a supplier in the eBid system, then
respond to the appropriate bid or proposal request. u

See recent announcements about Choice Partners on the home page at www.ChoicePartners.org

