
Technology has changed the way people 
work, learn and communicate. That 
ubiquity and need for technology are 
why Choice Partners is working to carry 
a full line of technology products and 
services that will provide just about any 
technology solution government entities 
may need. 

“We have always had a good basic 
line of technology contracts, but we are 
focusing on expanding that so Choice 
Partners will have the best solutions for 
our members,” said Derek Gillard, Choice 
Partners director.

At the Texas Association of School 
Administrators Midwinter Conference 
in January, John Couch, Apple vice 
president of education, noted that the 

progression began with 
computers, then music was 
available and purchased 
online, phones were 
invented that could access 
all things web enabled, books were published for digital 
download, and now interactive learning is the latest 
technological advance. 

He noted that pre-school students quickly master iPad 
devices and today there are 750,000 iPads in Texas schools. 
Today’s students are digital natives and they expect content 
delivered to them -- technology is just the delivery mecha-
nism. Two generations ago, the delivery system was a piece of 
paper, perhaps posted on the refrigerator or a bulletin board.

“Technology is only technology to those born before 
technology,” said Mr. Couch.

Starting with technology devices and software, then to 
content and delivery, technology is transforming the learning 

Technology 
contracts cover 
“everything”

Improve communications, 
campus safety and bullying reporting  

After researching the 
technology products 
and services needed by 
governmental entities, 
Choice Partners added 38 
contracts to 18 categories 
of technology off erings 
after HCDE awarded the 
contracts in January. 

Adaptive Technology 

Audio Visual Equipment 

Career and Techology 
Educational Reseller 

Digital Duplicators

Document Management

Educational Materials 

Electronic Procurement Software 

Emergency Messaging and                                                          
Bullying Reporting Systems 

iPad, Smartphone 
and Laptop Repair 

IT Consulting and Integration 

Phone Systems (VoIP)

Power and Cooling Solutions

Safety (Fire, Security, 
and Surveillance) 

Technology Hardware, Software 
and Services

Technology Training

Two Way Radios

Uni� ed Campus Audio/
Video Systems

VMWare Solutions 

See newly awarded 
contracts at http://www.
choicepartners.org/
technology-contracts-
awarded. Members who don’t 
fi nd what they are looking 
for are invited to let Choice 
Partners know by emailing 
Derek@ChoicePartners.org.

Educational institutions have 
another resource for improving 
communications and student 
safety with the new technology 
contract awarded to K12 Alerts®/
Anonymous Alerts® hosted 
systems now available through 
Choice Partners. 

For communications, K12 
Alerts® off ers parent and staff  
notifi cations via instant voice, 

email and text, social media or RSS 
integration, newsletters (templates 
provided), and customized iPhone 
and Android apps. The patented 
system also features automated 
calls for attendance reporting 
and low lunch funds.

For bullying reporting and 
other sensitive student issues, 
K12 Alerts® has a program called 
Anonymous Alerts® which off ers 

students and 
parents the ability 
to anonymously 
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”The way we defi ne our 
schools today will defi ne 
our society tomorrow,” 
said Couch.

(continued on page 2)

(continued on page 3)

Technology 
creates innovation

http://www.choicepartners.org/technology-contracts-awarded
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Learning evolves with technology
environment to engage 
and challenge students.

“Will we have a learning 
environment that chal-
lenges [students] and lets 
them work at their own 
pace?” asked Mr. Couch. 
“The challenge is: how do 
we connect?” 

Not too many years ago, 
memorization was basic  
to instruction, acorrding  
to Mr. Couch. But today,  

it is in the creation of content plus real 
problem solving as students prepare  
for the real world. 

“It is challenge-based learning,” said  
Mr. Couch. 

Couch complimented TASA and Texas 
administrators with their creation of 18 
digital high school courses aligned to the 
Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills, calling 
these “very powerful. This can be accessed 
by almost anyone in the world,” Couch said.

Couch described a learning environment 
where content will be free, cost of devices 
will decrease, and students will be interac-
tively working to learn and to teach others, 
resulting in increased learning and higher 
test scores.

”The way we define our schools today  
will define our society tomorrow,”  
said Couch.

(continued from page 1)
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HCDE supports schools with 
Learning Management Systems
Information is so easily available online 
today that having access to the internet is 
expected, “almost a basic human right,” 
according to David McGeary, HCDE director 
of innovation.

David McGeary, spoke at TASA about 
incorporating technology into the learning 
environment.

If teachers can substitute paper and pen 
for the way they use technology in the 
classroom, then they are not incorporating 
technology: They are just substituting. “If 
your technology use is something you can’t 
do with paper and pen, then it is a unique 
application,” Mr. McGeary said.

He provided advantages to using cloud 
computing and guidelines for districts  
to implement their own hosted service. 
Districts can choose basic support of 
Infrastructure as a Service, Platform as a 
Service, or the more robust Software as a 
Service, with an application served via the 
cloud where users can access everything 
via a browser with no administration or 
maintenance and have help-desk support.

McGeary described how HCDE is 
providing Learning Management  
System support and hosting for the  
Moodle learning environment for four 
organizations and 17,000 students, from 
course development, customization and 
hosting to student management and 
professional development.

For more information, view his  
presentation or contact Mr. McGeary at 
DMcGeary@hcde-texas.org.u

“If your technology use is 
something you can’t do with 
paper and pen, then it is a unique 
application,” Mr. McGeary said.

Ten new contracts for vocational 
products and services and two new 

contracts for playgrounds were  
awarded in December. 

To see the newly awarded vendors, 
view the press release for 

 vocational products and playgrounds.

To see all the contracts, go to  
www.ChoicePartners.org/vendors.php

http://static.coreapps.net/midwinter14/handouts/83216b87cb51cc54a5d237edc7f4396b_21.pdf
http://www.choicepartners.org/contracts-awarded-for-vocational-and-playgrounds
www.Choicepartners.org/vendors.php
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New members join
Choice Partners welcomes new members: 
Burnet CISD; city of Buda; Central Texas 
College; Eloy Elementary School District 
(AZ); Fabens ISD; Garland ISD; Gregory-
Portland ISD; Gulf Coast Center; Harmony 
Public Schools; Hays County Emergency 
Services District #8; HILCO Electric 
Cooperative, Inc.; Ignite Public Schools 
and Community Services Centers, Inc.; 
Keystone Schools; Manor ISD; city of 
Pearland; Portsmouth School Department 
(RI); Round Rock Housing Authority; San 
Felipe Del Rio CISD; Taft ISD; and 
Wimberley ISD. u

Choice Partners welcomes Laci Williams, new food 
contracts coordinator. Laci has a bachelor’s degree in 
nutritional sciences from Texas A&M in College 
Station, and a master’s degree in Human Sciences 
from Texas A&M in Kingsville. Previously, Laci worked 
with HCDE-Head Start as the nutrition services 
coordinator and at the University of Texas Medical 
Branch as a dietitian.u

report suspicious activity, bullying or other 
sensitive issues before they exacerbate 
into a tragedy. Students or parents can 
have a two-way anonymous dialogue with 
campus officials. The system is simple and 
secure for students, parents and campus 
officials. Students can download mobile 
phone and tablet apps at no cost, then 
place reports. The fully hosted system 
offers campus officials quick receipt of 
reports via email and text, robust reporting, 
note taking and more to comply with 
bullying laws/requirements. 

“We’re excited to have a Choice Partners 
contract so school districts, colleges and 
universities can more quickly deploy our 
hosted communications systems. And 
Choice Partners understands our mission 
of keeping student safe and everyone 
informed,” said Gregory Bender, president 
and chief executive officer, K12 Alerts®.  
“Our Anonymous Alerts system empowers 
students to discuss sensitive issues without 
fear of retaliation by their peers, to improve 
student campus safety.”

For more information, go to  
http://www.choicepartners.org/ven-
dors/K12Alerts or http://www.anony-
mousalerts.com or call 888-291-2090. u

Choice Partners  
welcomes new staff member

And the winner is...

Improve communication 
and safety

Below: Fred Calhoun,  
Choice Partners field 
representative (right), presents  
the winning toolset to David 
Sutton with Forney ISD at the 
North Texas Facility Services 
Association conference.

Greg Lookabaugh (left) and Derek Gillard 
(right) present the winning drill to Arnold 

Anderson, Katy ISD at the Texas Gulf Coast 
Maintenance and Operations conference.

(continued from page 1)

http://www.choicepartners.org/vendors/k12alerts
http://www.choicepartners.org/vendors/k12alerts
http://www.k12alerts.com/webcorp/anonymous.html
http://www.k12alerts.com/webcorp/anonymous.html


See recent announcements about Choice Partners on the home page at www.ChoicePartners.org.

Find us on:

Technology repair 
service now available

FeBRuARY 4–6   
TCEA, Austin 
Booth # 1721

FeBRuARY 4–6  
County Judges 
and Commissioners 
College Station, Booth # 42

FeBRuARY 24     
TASBO, Austin  
Booth # 418

APRiL 2      
TX Healthy School 
Environments Symposium
Houston

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Repairing smart phones, tablets, game consoles, laptop computers 
and other intelligent technology is easier with a newly awarded 
contract with Fix UR Gadget. Now government entities can be 
smart about repairs, using a legal, competitively bid contract 
available from Choice Partners cooperative.

“Our goal is to reduce IT costs by repairing technology, so our 
customers don’t have to replace it,” said Paul Rao, chief executive 
offi  cer and owner, Fix UR Gadget. “We build relationships through 
strong customer services.”

Fix UR Gadget off ers nationwide repairs via mail-in service, 
and in-store and mobile repair from their Houston locations. 

For more information, go to www.ChoicePartners.org/
FixURGadget or www.FixURGadget.com or contact 
Paul Rao at Paul@fi xurgadget.com or 855-634-9669. u
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